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So much happening. You can see the evidence for 

yourself in this issue. It's a good thing that we recently 
switched to the bi-monthly format; six issues a year instead of 
the original four. For the full stories with all of the photos, 
audio interviews, and video, visit the online version at 
www.ottawastorytellers.ca 

 
Planning the Children's Festival 

Over the last many months a team of Ottawa 
Storytelling members have been coming together on the first 
Thursday of the month, just before the regular Swap. Five of 
the committee members 
are caught in action 
(photo right). 

The Children's 
Festival 2014 is a free 
event. So pass the word. 
The event takes place 
Saturday, November 8, 
2014 at Nepean 
Centrepointe Library.  
 
The (un)Told Special Features 
photos by Patrick Holloway 

On  Thursday September 11 in the Arts Court Studio 
Liz Martin and Laurie Fyffe 
introduced the first of a series of (un)Told 
Special Features. In the weeks before the 
four tellers stepped on the stage, they 
each spent time with Laurie, refining the 
story and its delivery. One after the 
other, four tellers stepped onto the stage 
and began to immediately tell. They 
were into their stories as they stepped 
onto the stage. 

Emily Pearlman’s story was 
amazing (photo left). She led the listeners 
on a trip. Introduced us to new 

characters, attitudes, and made us think. Rachel Elliot 
merged telling and spoken word poetry. One moment I was 
listening to rhymes and rhythm, the next, images of a river, of 
a river in flood, of a river inside and out. All playing on last 
year’s flooding in Calgary.  

Jacqui Du Toit 
connected her early life 
experiences in South Africa 
with story, dance and 
singing. To complete the 
evening Kyle 
Cunningham took a 
1900 story about a hunter, 

a tiger,  and a surviving husband. Called Skin, this last story 
was predicated on a philosophical question. The language 
was engaging, beautiful.  

In October, we were back in the Studio. Once again 
there was coffee and sweets for all to 
enjoy. Six tellers told to a well 
attended room. Gabrielle 
Castilloux, DJ Freeman, Kalyani 
Pandya (whose name you might 
recognise from last season on the 
Fourth Stage, photo right)  
Ronsense, Lukayo Faye Estrella,  
Matt Miwa,  brought a variety of 
material, styles, and flow to the stage.  

Laurie recognised Caitlyn Paxson for the work she 
had done setting up the (un)Told series and the partnership 
with Jers Vision that had brought about this particular 
evening. 

These two evenings had the performers blending their 
various backgrounds (theatre, poetry, music, story, and 
dance) in a storytelling performance. And they made it work. 

I look forward to the third in the series, "The Horror 
Within" on November 13. 

 
Traveling the Tale Culture Days 
photo by Patrick Holloway 

Rick Czapelka, Janet LeRoy, Donna Stewart, 
and Ruth Stewart-Verger told stories from the book 
Out of the Everywhere, after asking permission from its 
author Jan Andrews. The show was performed six times. 

Three of those shows were at the Tea Party, the West End 
Well, and the Catholic Immigrant Services. The four Ottawa 
Storytellers led people in an afternoon of telling as part of 
Culture Days.  Many members 
of the multi-cultural audience 
took the opportunity to tell, in 
English, and in their first 
language.  
The busy four's show was also 
the first evening of storytelling at 
the West End Well. The tellings 
took place on Friday September 
12, 2014. Listeners enjoyed 
meals, tea, and scones before the show, and during the 
intermission. Conversations during the break added to the 
flavour of the evening. Kathie Kompass hosted the telling. 

The West End Well storytelling evening happens the 
second Friday of each month. The tellers and telling are 
chosen from the Tea Party line-up. Though the West End 
Well telling is once a month, the Tea Party continues to be 
twice a month, the second and fourth Tuesdays. 

 
Storytelling Celebrates Women's History Month 
by Donna Stewart, photos by Fatemeh Abedi 

On Thursday, October 16, storytelling was featured 
front and center as the main course at a fundraising event 
sponsored by the Workers’ History Museum. Ruth Stewart-
Verger, told the story of les Allumettières (the Match Girls of 
E.B. Eddy) and the first strike by a women's union led by 
Donalda Charron. Maura Volante, accompanied by Marie 
Deziel, sang songs about working and about being Canadian.   
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One of the volunteers was 
out on Bank Street directing 
audience to the correct door. He 
offered directions to one woman 
who was looking about. The 
woman explained she was just 
trying to find a safe place to lie 
down and sleep for the night. 
The volunteer responded by 
saying the show was free (for 

her), and that there would be something to eat. At the end of 
the evening the women said to Ruth "I liked your words". 

 
An afternoon of telling to children 
by Laurin Fulton 

I stopped into a small café on a rainy Sunday afternoon. 
Inside, was more than a café. I walked into a grocery store of 
fresh produce. I knew my partner was working at the back of 
the room, in the kitchen for the restaurant area. And I knew 
his aunty, would be upstairs for a storytelling workshop with 
children. As I walked through the baskets of fresh grapes, I 
made my way to the café area.  My partner’s uncle was 
sipping a tea at one of the tables. He was joined by a smiling 
exchange student working on her thesis. 

As I glanced around the vibrant room, I saw an old 
friend with whom I did an exchange program. She was 
waiting in line with a basket of fresh fruit and vegetables, and 
organic yogurt. We caught up on school, careers, and life. I 
still hadn’t even made it to the kitchen to say hi to my hubby. 
He had some green onion root end cuttings to give me – I 
know it sounds weird- but they are for a children’s garden 
workshop I will be giving at the WEW. Speaking of 
workshops, I had to get upstairs to help the storytellers! 

Slowly, we heard more and more families coming up 
the stairs. The room was now comfortably filled with over 20 
people in a circle. We were all facing the Teller with wide 
eyes and open ears, some comfortably on the floor, others 
chose the chairs or sofa couch. A little boy hid under his 
mom’s scarf, a young girl happily shouted answers out loud, a 
mom and her son sang while clapping their hands together. 
Kids cheer to hear local stories from their neighbourhood. 
Singing in sync to the story’s rhymes and rhythms. The room 
applauded, the kids cheered, and parents sent their gratitude. 
In the end, we each take our own meaning, and that shows 
our values. The storytelling tradition lives on in Hintonburg. 

I hope more of the community will be able to 
experience Storytelling for Children at the West End Well - 
Every 3rd Sunday of the month, 3-4pm 

 
Nuit Blanche 
by Elaine O'Reilly, photos by Patrick Holloway 

Oh how I hate to get up in the morning – especially the 
day after staying out late for Nuit Blanche. 

Nuit Blanche, Saturday, September 20th, reminded me 
a bit of Halloween: exciting, happening in the dark, moving 
from one place full of goodies (that would be the art) to the 
next and squeezing in as many stops as you could. 

Five OST tellers were stationed at the Rectory Art 
House (Lynda Joyce, Kim Kilpatrick, Tom Lips, 
Elaine O’Reilly and Laurie Fyffe). And each had 
prepared a few stories that were inspired by three artists who 

were displaying their art based on the theme “Bypass.” So of 
course our stories were (sometimes loosely) related to 
“Bypass.” 

Well, we all hoped no one would bypass our location. 
And we had a wonderful greeter in tails and a top hat (Pat 
Holloway) on the porch inviting everyone in and explaining 
what they would find inside. We storytellers called out to the 
crowds passing through the house – don’t bypass this 
opportunity to hear a short story. 

One of the exciting benefits for the tellers was the 
unique opportunity to tell the same stories over and over, ten 
or twenty minutes apart. We could hear ourselves getting 
more comfortable and the performances improving. This was 
a great learning experience. 

We realized that collaborating with the artists (Karen 
Bailey, Karen Rasmussen and Lori Victor) and the 
Nuit Blanche organizers was a win-win situation which 
allowed us to see some inspiring artwork, hear the foundation 
for the artists’ pieces, explore how we could relate to the art 
with our stories and gain valuable experience in this 
distinctive event. I don’t think any of us would bypass the 
chance to do this again next year. 

 
A Celebration of Story: Remembering Hélène 

A special event was held on September 22 at the 
Sunnyside Public 
Library,  a Children's 
Literature Round 
Table. Hélène 
Merritt was more 
than just a librarian. 
She was also a 
storyteller, a 
supporter of art. 
Hélène was also a co-
founder of the 
Children's Literature Round Table, along with Janet Lunn 
(who could not make the event). On the 22nd of September 
children's authors came together. Seen in the photo are Jan 
Andrews, Carolyn Balderson-Parry, Rashan Gilmore,  and Tim 
Wynne-Jones. 

 
House Concert with Lee Porteous 

On the last Monday evening in September the regular 
StoryTalk gathering had a delightful addition, a concert. Lee 
Porteous of the Victoria Storytellers Guild told a collection 
of stories. Lee told of clever characters, of problems to be 
solved, and of villainous souls attempting evil. She told short 
stories to start and end the show, and in between she nested 
two frame stories (stories embedded within a story). One of 
her stories incorporated a wee song, melodiously delivered by 
her beautiful voice. 

At the end of the performance, and after the tea and 
chocolate cake break, Lee was asked questions. "How do you 
remember those longer stories"? "How do you transition from 
telling to singing so seamlessly"? "Can you tell us about your 
Fern Street gatherings"? This latter question led to images of 
the Quaker meeting room, the cushioned chairs, the tea 
service volunteers, and to the limited street parking. 

The latter portion of the evening turned to a question 
about Swaps. Lee listened carefully to all of the voices, 
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opinions, and experiences, and as one of the last voices of the 
evening suggested that a 
Swap can be viewed from 
the perspective of the 
storyteller, or from the 
audience. The two sides of 
the debate come up with 
interestingly different 
needs. 

But as with any 
gathering of tellers, the 

demands of the next day called a stop to the stories, 
conversations, debates, and tea. 

 
September Story Swap 
By Kim Kilpatrick, photos by Patrick Holloway 

The adventure of attending a storytelling swap (held on 
the first Thursday of every month from 7-9 PM) is that you 
never know what voices or stories you will hear. At other 
events, you know the program ahead of time. It is exciting to 
wonder who will appear next.  For me, (being totally blind) if 
I don’t know the person or their voice, there is that moment 
of discovering a new voice, new timbre, new person. If it is 
someone I have heard before, there is a joy in settling back 
with a familiar voice. At the September swap, I was 
particularly captivated by the number of different genres and 
styles of storytelling represented. 

From folk tale to Canadian history brought to life; from 
autobiographical childhood adventures to travel experiences; 
from folk tales heard before to new ones; with some singing 
and movement thrown in too, this was a lovely mix of stories. 
As always, the friendliness of OST members shone through. 
Thanks to all who contributed to a wonderful evening.  

 (Kim Kilpatrick is not only a storyteller, but can also be heard on 
radio as co-host of Welcome To My World on CKCU-FM) 

 
1000 Islands Storytelling Festival   
by Murray RobRoy McGregor 

Let not wind or rain or other crappy weather get in the 
way of storytelling. 

That might have the mantra for the first 1000 Islands 
Storytelling Festival held in Gananoque, September 12 and 
13. I attended Saturday, the second day and the weather was 
straight out of the first week of November, cold, wind, and 
rain — on September 13. I should know local weather 
because I lived nearby on the St Lawrence river for 23 years. 

The storytellers soldiered on and a core audience came 
to listen. Featured tellers were locals Deborah Dunleavy 
and Bill Lalonde plus well known tellers Marta Singh 
from Ottawa, Dan Yashinsky from Toronto, Esther 
Osche from Whitefish River, Ontario and La’Ron 
Williams from Ann Arbour, Michigan. 

Saturday afternoon telling was held under a large tent 
set up in the Town Hall Park. Yes, the grass was a bit squishy 
but nobody attending was complaining. A great 90 minute 
session (shorter than the original schedule) was held in the 
tent. The Saturday night concert moved into the Legion Hall 
facing the park.  After pre-show music with guests musicians 
Fiddle Faddle the Festival headliners delivered an excellent 
finale to the two days. 

Friday, a much drier day, saw 1500 local school 
children visiting the tent in waves as part of a program using 
storytelling to promote literacy. Later, tellers visited two 
seniors residences and put on a community show in the 
evening in the tent to end day one.   

It was a first for the organizers Ben Bright, festival 
artistic director and Deborah Dunleavy of 1000 Islands 
Yarnspinners. Their committee had lots of local support from 
the town, local business organizations and Rotary and Lions. 
Here’s hoping they will make the festival an annual event. 

(Murray McGregor is an Ottawa StoryTeller, and a professional 
writer and editor.) 

 
Ascent of Women 
by Fatemeh Abedi and Ruth Stewart-Verger 

On Monday, October 6th, Sally Armstrong spoke in 
the auditorium at St Paul's University in Ottawa as a 
fundraiser for the Grandmothers Advocacy Network 
(GRAN). The room was standing room only. Over 50 people 
were turned away. In attendance among the listeners, a few 
Ottawa storytellers. A journalist promoting her latest book. A 
documentary film maker. A humanitarian. But a storyteller? 

Personal stories have arisen as an important subject in 
the telling community. Sally Armstrong at age 71 did not 
read extracts from her book. Rather, she held the audience 

with tales of women rising despite 
the tools of war, the horror. 

Sally told of her beginning at 
Homemakers magazine. Being 
sent on assignment to Bosnia - 
Herzegovina. Of hearing of 
atrocities against ten thousand 
women from many different 
sources. Of her investigations. 

Passing the research on to a major media outlet. Of her 
disappointment when after seven weeks only four lines 
appeared in the paper. Of how it was her team at 
Homemaker magazine that finally broke the story. 

In true storytelling form, the sadness was made bearable 
by the humour, and the hope. In answer to the earlier 
question, yes, Sally Armstrong is a true storyteller. 

 
Murder with a Twist, October 16-18, 2014  
Review by Val President, OST Past President 

 Full houses greeted the players for the three nights of 
the latest Pat Holloway murder-mystery comedy at the 
Billings Estate. Murder with a Twist is set in the early days of 
World War I, when Ottawa has soldiers marching in the 
streets and German spies are thought to be infiltrating 
Ottawa’s workplaces and social gatherings. A cocktail party – 
the latest fad of the social cognoscenti – for a fading, 
flamboyant and thoroughly obnoxious Broadway actress, is 
the scene of a murder that is supposed to be faked, but alas is 
real, and by cocktail. We initially suspect the murderer has 
mistaken his or her victim, for everyone present (well, perhaps 
not the deaf Vicar) has either motive or opportunity to 
transport the odious actress out of this life, but certainly not 
the likeable Eldora Ravingstoke. 

 The multiple rooms of the 1828 Billings house, 
transformed into a cash-strapped country inn, allowed small 
groups of audience members to travel among them to 
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eavesdrop on conversations between various characters and 
develop theories on “who done it.” This was a happy 
experience for anyone who has ever wanted to be a fly on the 
wall or peek through a keyhole to revel in others’ secrets. 

 Murder with a Twist was the seventh murder-mystery-
comedy in the Spirits of the Times series, which Ottawa 
StoryTellers has been producing for the past twenty years. 
More please OST! 

  
Solo View:  A Discussion of the Art of Storytelling & 
the One Person Play   by Cristina Kindl 

“Really it’s an evening for an exchange of ideas and for people 
who love theatre…” 

Laurie Fyfe, Artistic Director of Ottawa Storytellers 
To read the full article, read the online newsletter. 
As a member of the Ottawa Storytellers for the last six 

years, and also as a professional actor/director/instructor I 
thoroughly enjoyed the evening. I walked into the old 
Courtroom at Arts Court, and was immediately wrapped up 
in the warm atmosphere.  With a background of light jazz, 
and a cabaret style setting, the discussions were going on even 
before the Panel discussion started.  There were groups of 
actors, and storytellers, and members of the Ottawa 
community already in deep conversations and ‘catch-up 
sessions’ between new and old friends.  Including some new 
people moving to Ottawa and wanting to explore all aspects 
of the artistic scene. 

So, sit back and enjoy a few snippets of the discussion.  
A great way to get a behind the scenes look at the creative 
process shared between two disciplines …  

The evening started with an introduction from Laurie 
Fyffe, the Artistic Director of the Ottawa Storytellers She 
informed of how this is the 2nd of two panel discussions, the 
first Panel discussion was Theatre of War – all to do with 
promoting an open discussion of how “Theatre Matters”.  
We sat back to listen for advice by theatre creators who are 
venturing into Storytelling or the Theatre world. 

The Panel Host Patrick Gauthier, who is the Festival 
Director, Ottawa Fringe Festival led the panel discussion.  
The Panel participants (the link to the website listing the 
Panel Participants) are all active within the theatre and 
storytelling community in Canada, and many have toured 
nationally and internationally. 

The host Patrick Gauthier started the evening with the 
first question: Storytellers and solo theatre what’s the 
difference? 

Bronwyn Steinberg (actor/director – Counterpoint 
Players) opened the discussion saying that “Actors are playing 
a character rather than telling a story. And yet, still there is 
the element of Theatricality as well, for instance there is a 
difference in a staging of Storytelling as opposed to a solo 
acting event.” 

In his very clear and succinct way Tom Lips 
(Storyteller, President of Ottawa Storytellers) expanded on 
that comment with: “Perhaps this is an oversimplification, but 
really ‘Actor’s Act’ and ‘Tellers Tell’.  When Tellers tell, it is 
anchored in narrative”. In effect they are signalling to the 
audience, “I am telling you a story.”  For Tellers, “the 
moment is in the now – in the present – not in the past.”  He 
added:  “I expect laughter from people in the Storytellers 

coming up with exceptions…!” This of course was greeted by 
laughter in the audience! 

Panellists below, from left to right, Carol Sinclair, Bronwyn 
Steinberg, Liz Martin, Tom Lips, Pierre Brault, Chris Ralph 

 
Pierre Breault (Artistic Dir. Sleeping Dog Theatre, 

actor/director) brought up the point that Storytelling is also a 
little more “portable”!   “Let’s look at the production value, 
Storytelling requires a very simple production venue, in 
addition “there’s simplicity to storytelling that’s reversed for 
acting.”   

Liz Martin (Storyteller & Coordinator, (un)Told Series 
OST) returned us to the main point: In Storytelling “There is 
a simple, raw, basic element that uses the basic tools… vocal, 
physical control.” 

Of course it’s important to make the distinction 
between a storyteller with a capital “S”. A lot of artists are 
called storytellers: film makers, sculptors, painters, writers.  
Perhaps this evening we will focus on “Storytellers” with a 
capital “S”! 

Pierre Breault’s attack is different he mentions that:  I 
always cast the audience in the show as something, as part of 
my shows – the jury –eg. Blood on the Moon.) So the 
interaction with the audience is part of direct 
communication.”  

And one last thought to round off the evening’s 
discussion: 

“Just the connection between the people – the most entrancing 
thing is that you’re really just talking to people in both Storytelling and 
Theatre.”  

-Pierre Breault 
 
Dapper and Storied 

Peter Simpson from The Ottawa Citizen spent the Nuit 
Blanche wandering from event to event. His photographer, 
Cole Burston caught the ever dapper Pat Holloway in full 
tales (tails?) and top hat. Pat’s image made the pages of The 
Ottawa Citizen. 
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